MRI in multiple sclerosis.
MRI provides multiple uses and applications in multiple sclerosis(MS). The basic features of the MRI-detected lesions, including the underlying pathology, are discussed. MRI allows assessment of the normal-appearing white and gray matter, and neuronal tract and functional system disturbances. An overview of the clinical significance of these MRI measures is included, as a basis for understanding their role as outcome measures in clinical trials. MRI recently assumed greater importance in its role in establishing an earlier diagnosis of MS after a first clinical event, and in monitoring subclinical disease before or subsequent to the formal diagnosis. The background to these applications and practical issues are discussed.